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(WHEEZE)
THIS THING 1S
VASTLY HARDER
TO PLAY THAN

Comparing websites

After reading Abby Wisse Schachter’s
Sept. 2 editorial advising voters to vote
Republican in November (“Election
2010: Choice between dependence and
independence”), 1 visited the websites
of the Democratic and Republican Na-
tional Committees.

The Democratic website has a section
on their home page called “What We
Stand For” and it reads as follows: “The
Democratic Party is committed to keep-
ing our nation safe and expanding oppor-
tunities for every American. That com-
mitment is reflected in an agenda that

emphasizes strong ecaonomic growth, af- -

fordable health care for all Americans,
retirement security, open, honest and ac-
countable government, and securing our
nation while protecting our civil rights
and liberties.”

If I remember my Sunday school
lessons correctly, the Democratic philos-
ophy reflects the major values of Ju-
daism. Dan Onorato (candidate for gov-
ernor) and Joe Sestak (candidate for sen-
ator) are Democrats.

When you visit the home page of the
Republican National Committee website
there is a large “Get Your Fire Pelosi
Gear Now” section. There is no “What
We Stand For” section.

And who are these generic Republican
candidates we are supposed to vote for?
Pat Toomey is devoted to privatizing (or
abolishing) Social Security and allowing
bankers and drillers to continue to rape
our financial system and environment
free of regulation. Ms. Schachter would
find it challenging to prepare her chil-
dren’s’ dinner if her drinking water were
poisoned with toxins from irresponsible
mining and drilling companies.

Tom Corbett has filed suit against the
Comprehensive Health Care legislation.
If Mr. Corbett is successful, low-income
seniors will once again have to choose
between eating and buying their medi-
cine. Tom Corbett does not care if you
would no longer be able cover your chil-
dren with your health insurance until
they are 26.

The real difference between Democ-
rats and Republicans is that the Democ-
rats are willing to roll up their sleeves
and work hard at achieving long-term se-
curity and prosperity for all Americans.
The Republicans have a one-size-fits-all
remedy for all of the nation’s ills — cut
taxes. The Republican policies plunged
the nation into the economic crisis we
are digging out of and they are responsi-
ble for the explosion in the numbers of
Americans who require assistance with
the most basic needs of food and health
care.

If voters enter the voting booth and
vote their conscience and their pocket-
book they, like me, will vote Democrat.

Mindy S. Fleishman
Squirrel Hill

[Editor’s note: The RNC website does
include an “Issues” section, similar to
“What We Stand For."]

Sestak defended

As a Jew, a Zionist, and a resident of
the 7th Congressional District, I must

May we all
be inscribed

for a year
of Peace.

IT (WHEEZE)

confess that I am a bit befuddled at the
prevailing narrative surrounding my
congressman, Admiral Joe Sestak.

The Emergency Committee for Is-
rael, a Swiftboat-esque group, is run-
ning ads against the congressman in
his race against Rep. Pat Toomey for
the Senate. These ads would have the
voters of Pennsylvania believe that
Rep. Toomey is a better friend of Is-
rael than Rep. Sestak, that Rep. Sestak
does not see Israel as a pivotal ally in
the Middle East, and (most ridiculous-
ly) that Rep. Sestak is a terrorist sym-
pathizer. Unfortunately for the Emer-
gency Committee, not one of those as-
sertions is based in fact.

Rep. Sestak has been a perpetual
friend to the state of Israel, a record that
Toomey cannot boast. Israel relies heav-
ily on American military aid. Rep. Sestak
has voted in favor of this aid at every op-
portunity as a congressman; Congress-
man Toomey did not.

The Emergency Committee has run
ads criticizing the congressman for sign-
ing onto a letter to President Obama re-
questing that the president suggest that
the Israeli government allow necessities
such as water, medicine and sanitation
supplied into Gaza. The ads fail to men-
tion that the Netanyahu administration
(often criticized for its often right-lean-
ing policies) has since adopted similar
positions.

Congressman Sestak, lastly, has also
been attacked for being a terrorist
sympathizer over his speech to the
Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions in 2007. CAIR, however, is a
group that the FBI used for outreach
to the Muslim community up until
2009. Congressman Sestak, a three-
star admiral in the Navy, was also se-
lected personally to head the Navy’s
counter-terrorism unit in 2003.

Pennsylvania’s supporters of Israel
are faced with a choice, and it is a choice
as crucial as the Emergency Committee
saysitis: a choice between a real friend
of Israel and a hack who wants us to
think he's our friend.

Seth Kennedy
Haverford

Apply

As a teacher, autumn always repre-
sented the start of the academic year
with new students, new challenges and
new commitments of time and energy.

Since my retirement, it has been my

privilege to devote some of that time
and energy to one of the true treasures
of the Pittsburgh Jewish community:
the Central Scholarship and Loan Re-

ferral Service.
As you may have read in The Chronicle,
Please see Letters, next page.
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Continued from previous page.

233 Jewish students from western Penn-
sylvania received more than $440,000 in
scholarships for the 2010-11 academic
year from Central Scholarship and Loan

- Referral Service of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Pittsburgh and the Sarah
and Tena Goldstein Memorial Scholar-
ship of Jewish Family & Children’s Ser-
vice. This vitally important program
exists to ensure that local Jewish teens
and young adults can access evermore
expensive higher education.

Our program would not be possible
without the generosity of the individuals
and families who have established en-
dowments through the Jewish Commu-
nity Foundation of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Pittsburgh, the Jewish
Community Center, the Pittsburgh
Foundation, National Council of Jewish
Women, Jewish Women International
and Rodef Shalom Congregation. Cen-
tral Scholarship and hundreds of its
scholarship recipients are deeply grate-
ful to all those who contribute to these
philanthropic organizations.

I strongly encourage Jewish students
with financial need for higher education
at universities, seminaries, yeshivas,
technical schools or community colleges
to apply. The deadline for filing an appli-
cation is Feb. 11, 2011.

Roz Sherman,
Squirrel Hill

(The author chairs the Central Schol-
arship Committee.)





