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Dear Lara,   
  

Angelica Joy Miskanin, a foster care & adoption caseworker 

at JF&CS's Family Hope Connection (FHC), recently found 
herself deeply moved by one of our youngest clients. 

  

Angelica worked for six months with a two-year old and his 
biological and foster families to prepare for his adoption by 

his foster family (a service called child preparation). When 
she arrived at the toddler's foster home for their last visit 

together, she found a bouquet of yellow flowers for her, 

picked specially by the child.  
  

This small gesture was deeply significant, as it showed that 

Angelica's compassion and one-on-one attention built the 
trust needed to help the toddler reconcile separations and 

trauma of his young life. Angelica, the toddler and his 
adoptive family joyfully celebrated this successful journey 

to a loving, permanent home. 

  
Child preparation is just one of many Statewide Adoption & 

Permanency Network (SWAN) services for waiting children 

and adoptive families. SWAN affiliates like FHC offer child 
preparation, child profiles and child-specific recruitment to 

help children in foster care overcome difficulties preventing 
them from finding permanent homes. 

  

We help thousands of people each year here at JF&CS, but 
nothing is more rewarding for our staff than to see the 

individuals we've touched and the lives we've made better. 

FHC caseworkers not only visit the homes of families and 
children - they also enter their hearts. 

  

If you would like to learn more about FHC services for 
waiting children, adoptive families and those considering 

adoption, or if you are a pregnant woman looking for 
options, please call us at 412-422-8567. All calls are 

confidential. We welcome the chance to help build and 

strengthen your family. 
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Last month FHC director 
JoAnn White (left) and 

caseworker Debbie Kelly 
presented at SWAN's 

18th Annual 

Pennsylvania 
Permanency Conference 

in Lancaster.  

  
Their workshop, "Social 

Networking for Social 
Services," discussed 

how interactive sites 

like Facebook can 
nurture successful 

recruitment and 

matching of permanent 
families through photo 

exchanges and online 
support groups. 

  

JoAnn and Debbie 
received positive 

feedback for leading the 

use of this technology in 
a professional capacity. 

Congratulations to the 
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Sincerely, 

 
Aryeh Sherman  
President & CEO  

Jewish Family & Children's Service of Pittsburgh 

Are you trying to manage the demands of a busy family while caring for 
an aging loved one? Click here to learn more about JF&CS's new 

Comprehensive Care Coordination and other services for older adults. 
 

To support JF&CS or any of our programs with a direct monetary 
donation, click here. You also can benefit JF&CS by shopping online 

through OneCause and selecting JF&CS as a beneficiary. 
 

Jewish Family & Children's Service is a non-profit, non-sectarian 
organization that exists to improve the quality of life of children, families 

and adults of all ages throughout the Greater Pittsburgh area by 
providing psychological, employment and social services. Click here to 

learn more. 

FHC team! You can join 

them online at FHC's 
Facebook page.

Making a difference in 
the lives of people who 

are struggling is easier 
than you think...  

  

  

Follow these JF&CS 

programs on  

Facebook. 
  

 

  

Squirrel Hill Food Pantry 
  

 Career Development 

Center  
  

 Family Hope 
Connection 

  

Central Scholarship & 
Loan Referral Service  

  
AgeWell Pittsburgh 
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